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Red Gum Plains and Rises Land Unit
This land unit comprises the Quaternary lacustrine geology mainly north of the
Glenelg River and around Balmoral.  The landform is generally level to gently
undulating plains, however gentle rises with sandy topsoil also occur.  The soils in
this land unit are similar to many of the soils in the study area with a strong textural
contrast between the light textured topsoil, and the sodic clay subsoil (Sodosol) and a
ferric horizon above the clay.  The presence of a bleached horizon (A2) and the
mottles in the subsoil indicates impeded internal soil drainage.  The presence of
manganese flecks and nodules in some of the profiles may indicate the presence of a
seasonally perched watertable.  The subsoil is often sodic, strongly dispersive with
large columnar or prismatic structure.  Although there can be secondary cracks in the
large prisms or columns, it remains difficult for plant roots to penetrate deep into the
subsoil.  The dominant tree species located on this land unit is Red Gum.  Podosols or
sandy Tenosols are also found in this land unit although they are thought to have
formed on more recently accumulated wind blown material (i.e. not lacustrine).  They
have not been mapped individually due to scale constraints.

Plates 46 & 47  Undulating plains with swales north of Harrow (Plate 46) and
gently undulating plains with dissections of small clay plains of the red gum plains
and rises near Balmoral (Plate 47).




